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FIRST RECORD OF PTERODONTIA FLAVIPES
(DIPTERA: ACROCERIDAE) LARVAE IN THE

MITES PODOTHROMBIUM (ACARI:
TROMBIDIIDAE) AND ABROLOPHUS

(ACARI: ERYTHRAEIDAE) 12

Nancy J. Sferra^

ABSTRACT: Larvae of Pterodontiaflavipes (Diptera: Acroceridae) were found parasitizing

the mites Podothrombium sp. (Trombidiidae) and Abrolophus sp. (Erythraeidae), in

Michigan.

First instar larvae ofPterodontiaflavipes Gray ( Fig. 1 ) are known to be

parasitoids of certain genera of spiders placed in the family Lycosidae.
These larvae are thought to enter their hosts at the leg articulations (King

1916). This note discusses the first record of any acrocerid larva in a host

other than a true spider, i.e., mites of the Cohort Parasitengona.
Mites were collected in pitfall traps set in a northern hardwood forest

located in Dickinson County, Michigan. The forest was dominated by sugar

maple (Acer saccharum Marsh.) with basswood (Tilia americana L.) as

the subdominant. Leatherwood (Dirca palustris L.) was the most abundant

understory shrub. Pitfall trapping ran from late July 1982 until early

November 1982. All Parasitengona were collected in ethylene glycol and
stored in 97% ETOH; they were cleared in lactic acid, mounted in cmcp-9,
and examined under a phase contrast microscope.

Twenty-seven mites were examined and three (11%) were found to

be parasitized by a first instar larva of P. flavipes: 2 Podothrombium sp.

(Trombidiidae) and 1 Abrolophus sp. (Erythraeidae). All parasitized mites

were collected in September. A single larva was found in each of the

parasitized mites and was located posterior to the articulations of the palp
and anterior to Coxa II ( Fig. 2). It is probable that the mite would have died

before the larva entered its second instar because of the small size of the

mite relative to the known size of P. flavipes adults (pers. comm. E.I.

Schlinger).
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Figure 1. First instar larva of Pterodontia flavipes Gray.
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Figure 2. Position of the first instar larva of Pterodontia flavipes Gray in Abrolophus sp.
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